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The Season Ticket
Coll.unbia Theater/Music Center
M e mber Newsletter
VOLUME VII, NUMBER 2

JANUARY 1992

SUBSCRIBER CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

Please call (312) 663-9465 for reservations to Main Season
productions and to confirm performance times for workshop
productions. All workshop productions are free.
THE HUNTED

Preview
Opening
Performances

STUDENT DIRECTING PROJECTS:
NOON
Opening
(Classic Studio)
THE CHAIRS
(Classic Studio)

January
January
January
January
January
January

8,9 at 7 : 00
10 at 7:00
11 at 8:00
12, 19 at 3: 00
14, 15 at 4: oo
16, 17 , 18 at

December 16
December 17
December 18

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
8:00

a t 1 : 00 p.m .
at 4:00 p.m.
at 1 & 6 p. m.

December 19,20 at 1 & 7p.m.

BOY MEETS GIRL
(Classic Studio)

Opening

January 8
at 4:00 p.m.
January 9,10,11 at 4 p.m.

SPRINGTIME/DOLORES
(Classic Studio)

Opening

January 13
January 14
January 15

DOMINO COURTS
(Classic Studio)

Opening

January 13
at l & 7 p.m .
January 14 at 2:30 & 7 p.m.

at 4 & 6 p. m.
at 1:00 p.m.
at 7:00 p.m .

CURTAINS
MAINSTAGB

RISING

QN

THE

once In A Lifetime by Georges.

Kaufman and Moss Hart wi ll be
directed
by
Theater/Music
Department Chairperson Sheldon
Patinkin
and
Assistant
Cha irperson Norm Holly.
The
show will be performed in the
Getz Theater with a cast of
over thirty students performing
66 speaking roles.
The
play
takes
place
in
Hollywood of the late twenties
shortly before the stock market
crash of '29. Like Singin' In
The Rain, once In A Lifetime
shows
Hollywood
frantica lly
attempting to merge sound into
motion pictures.
" It also
il l ustrates the ludicrousness
with which decisions are made
in
Hollywood
and
in
big
business then and now," said
Patinkin . " Kaufman a nd Hart
are relentlessly nasty towards
whoever is in power , and in
showing that having power is
usually just the luck of the

draw."
This is Kaufman and Hart 's
first collaborative effort . A
couple of their more famous
works include The Man Who Came
to Pinner and You can't Take It
With You.
When asked what attracted him
to this play, Patinkin replied,
"It makes me laugh.
Most of
the decisions in the play are
made by a man who is one step
above a moron."
Patinkin has
wanted to direct this play at
Columbia for many years but
until now has not had the
resources to make the show
successful.
The production has 66 speaking
roles, 150 to 200 costumes, and
five sets with seven scenes.
Using Patinkin 's visual image
of Singin • In The Rain, sets

will be designed by Artist-inResidence Gary Baugh, costumes
by faculty member Fran Maggio,
and
lights
by
Artist-inResidence
Chris
Phillips,
marking the first time a l l
three department designers have
worked
together
on
a
production .
once In A Lifetime
Getz Theater from
to March 1 .
For
and informat ion,
663-9465.

plays in the
February 18
reservations
call (312)

LIGHTS UP ON THE STUDIO
The Hunted by Eugene O'Neill
and directed by faculty member
Scott Stuart will
preview
January 8 in the New Studio.
The Hunted is the second play
in O'Neill' s trilogy Mourning
Becomes Electra.
The tri logy
is losely based on the Greek
writer Aeschylus' The Orestia,
which is about the return of
Agememnon from the Trojan Wars.

In the first play of the
Mourning
Becomes
Electra
trilogy, The Homecoming, civil
War General Ezra Mannon returns
home from the war only to be
murdered by his wife Christine
in confidence with her lover,
Captain Adam Brant. At the end
of the first play Lavinia ,
Mannon•s daughter, has just
discovered th is treachery.
In The Hu nted , the second play,
Orin, Lavinia's brother, comes
home from the war only to h ave
Christine and Lavinia fighting
for Or i n's allegiance .
By the end of the third play,
The Haunted, Lavinia is left
the only rema ining survivor in
the family and lives out her
days alone.
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Director Scott Stuart received
his Bachelor's degree from
Columbia and did graduate work
at the University of Wisconsin
in Madison.
He now teaches,
directs and acts in the Chicago
area.
His directing credits
include The Birthday Party by
Harold Pinter at Mary-Arrchie
Theater and Naked Agression as
a
workshop piece
at
Cafe
Voltaire.

beginning her second year as a
teacher at Columbia College.
She received her Bachelor's
degree from Columbia and her
Master's in composition at
Roosevelt last year.
Antje's interest in music began
as a child when she played on
her father's guitar. When her
brother was given a guitar, he
showed her the fingering of
different notes.
By eighth
grade she was practicing what
her brother had taught her
years before. At the same time
she began to write her own
music. In her sophmore year of
high school, her grandmother
bought Antje her first guitar.
From then on Antje played as
much as possible, including
being a member of the school
band and writing for the high
school musical.

"The Hunted depicts a family i n

conflict," said Stuart.
"The
violence that consumes t h i s
family represents on a small
scale the chain of violence in
society at large. I wanted to
direct
this
play
because
corruption and violence are
major issues," said Stuart.
He th i nks that by watching the
play
the
audience
may
understand that, " violence is a
force that passes through a
community and at some point, in
some way, it must be arrested
to avoid the tragedy this
family experiences."
He also
expects this lesson will be an
emotional
rather
than
an
intellectual one for audience
members as they leave the
theater.

After high school, Antje did
not move towards music as a
career. She had taught herself
to play and did not believe she
could start an intensive career
in music so late in life
without earlier training.
So
she
went
to
Northwestern
University as a Journalism
major.
However, after a year
Antje left school to pursue
music.
At first she did not
intend to go back to school,
but a friend mentioned that
Columbia College might be the
ideal place for her. She would
not have to worry about lack of
experience or auditioning. All
she needed was a willingness to
learn.

The play will be done in period
Civil War costumes. "I didn't
want to leave the Civil war.
This war was not only fami l y
member against family member,
which is very relevent to this
play, but also a conflict which
divided the country."
The Hunted previews January 8

and 9, and runs January 10-19.
Tickets
are
$2.00.
For
information and reservations,
call (312) 663-9465.

During her three years of study
at Columbia, Antje immersed
herself in music. Not only did
she throw herself into her
school work and participate in
school
productions
like
Personal Devils, but she wrote,
played and sang in a band
outside of school.
Antje

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

Music instructor Antje Gehrken
teaches four classes and is
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graduated from Columbia the day
before her 21st birthday.

love with
acting
in high
school.
He attended Southern
Illinois
University
in
Carbondale for two years and
performed in 24 shows including
summer stock work.
He then
moved
to
Chicago
and
immediately began pursuing a
professional career. catch 22
was his professional debut in
Chicago at the Noyes Cultural
Arts Center in 1980. While in
Chicago he was a
founding
member
of
both
the
Free
Shakespeare
Company
and
Absolute Theater Company.

After taking six months off to
earn some money, Antje enrolled
at Roosevelt university and
received
her
master's
in
composition after a year and a
half. While at Roosevelt, she
taught at Columbia part time
and started to try to move her
performance career ahead.

-

Her first break came from a
friend at oz.
A month later
she
played
a
couple
of
successful sets at The Roxy.
Her next step was to get her
name known.
It takes a long
time to break into the music
performance circuit in Chicago
but by the end of February 1991
things started to happen for
Antje. Within a month she had
played at Phyllis' Musical Inn,
Lottie's Pub and the Avalon.

In 1982 Jeffrey worked with The
Mid- West Playwrights Program.
One of the directors there was
also the Artistic Director of
Seattle Repertory and asked him
to come to Seattle.
After
moving there he performed in
Romeo and Juliet (as Benvolio)
and Front Page.
Jeffrey also
worked on three new plays
including Ballad of soapy smith
by Michael Weller and Shivaree
by
William
Mastrosimone.
However, while still living in
Seattle, he visited Chicago to
perform in Losing It by Jon
Klein and directed by Bob Falls
at
Wisdom
Bridge
and
in
!enceslas Square by Larry Shue
with
the
Chicago
Theater
Project directed by Tom Mula .

Antje now performs regularly at
the Torchlight Cafe and at
least once a month at Avalon.
She
is
presently
working
towards independently releasing
an album of her solo work which
she hopes to have finished by
early
1992,
as
well
as
associate
producing
Jazz
Panorama with William Russo.

Jeffrey moved to New York City
in
'85.
He
performed
regionally
at
both
Actors
Theater
of
Louisville
and
Cincinnati Playhouse.
Faced
with
having
to
travel
constantly and New York's high
rents, Jeffrey decided to move
back to Chicago, where his
first job back was Red Noses by
Peter Barnes at The Goodman.

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

Part
time
faculty
member
Jeffrey
Hutchinson
is
an
accomplished Equity actor as
well as a theater teacher. He
has worked at most of the top
Equity theaters
in Chicago
including
The
Goodman,
Steppenwolf, Body Poli tic and
The organic. For the most part
Jeffrey
believes
an
actor
learns his craft by experience.

Jeffrey trained at Steppenwolf
with John Malkovich and Terry
Kinney.
His other training
includes The Young Company at
The
Stratford Shakespearean
Festival and classes with Alan
Langdon in New York.

Born in Mendota,
Illinois,
about a hundred miles west of
Chicago, Jeffrey first fell in
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Sound
designer
Jim
Dawson
recently received a Joseph
Jefferson Award for his sound
design on Body Politic's Artist

"I
want
to
encourage
my
students
to
free
their
imaginations and to understand
that the word ' play' describes
not only a script but the
spirit with which one should
approach acting," said Jeffrey
about his teaching techniques.
He has taught workshops at
Cincinnati Playhouse and was a
guest
teacher
for
the
Cincinnati school district.

Descending A staircase.

Music
faculty
member Mark
Hollmann
is
co-writer
and
director of the Cardiff Giant
Theater production of After
Taste. He also performs with
the cabaret rock band "Maestro ·
Subgum and the Whole" every
Friday night at Club Lower
Links .

Since moving back to Chicago,
Jeffrey
has
been
working
consistantly. He most recently
appeared in The secret Rapture
by David Hare directed by
Columbia's Eric Simonson and in
Harvey, both at Steppenwolf , At
the Goodman he appeared The
Visit and currently their
annual
A Christmas carol.

Faculty member Scott Stuart is
appearing
in
Stage
Left's
production
of
Mad
Forest,
running December 3 through
January 26.
Acting
teacher
Jeffrey
Hutchinson is performing in The
Goodman's
production
of
A
Christmas Car ol.

Music teacher Joe Cerqua is
currently performing the music
he
co-wrote
with
Marty
Higginbotham
for
American
Blues' production of Monsters.

WHAT ' S NEWS

Stage Combat teacher David
Woolley recently finished The
Swordsmen 1991 tour in Texas,
Chicago, Ma ine , and Maryland.
He is currently working with
Bruce A. Young on MacBeth for
the Shakespeare Repertory and
Phantom for the candlelight
Theater.

Faculty member Terry McCabe
will be directing the Chicago
premiere of Athol Fugard's HY
Children ! MY Africa! at Wisdom
Bridge, opening in mid January.
Voice
instructor
Cecilie
O'Reilly and faculty member
Paul Amandes will perform a
Christmas concert at the new
Harold
Washington
Public
Library as members of the
Rogues Holiday Quartet .

Faculty member Estelle Spector
is directing In My Mother's
House adapted by part time
instructor Arnold Aprill from a
book by Kim Chernin to be
presented
at
the
Nationa l
Jewish Theatre . Accents and
Dialects teacher Susan Philpot
is in the cast.

Faculty
member
Tom
Mula
received
Joseph
Jefferson
awards for outstanding new work
for his writing in Sylvia's
Real Good Advice,
and The
Golem.
He recently directed
Frankenstein at The Body
Politic
and
is
currently
playing Scrooge in A Christmas
carol at The Gc~dman.

Theater faculty member Barbara
Robertson is currently working
at Steppenwolf as Flo in A
summer Remembered.
The show
will run until January 19.
Alumna Kara Zediker is also
appearing in this production.
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Artist-in-Residence
Nana
Shineflug will be performing
with her company, The Chicago
Moving Company, in February at
the Dance center of Columbia
College.
The concert will
include her version of Steve
Reich's
"Different Trains."
The Company will be touring
Illinois
in
the
spring,
stopping at waterloo, Cairo,
Ramsey and other small towns
that do not normally have
access to live performance .
Ms.
Shineflug
is
also
choreographing
a
work
for
ESANDE, the dance group of
Evanston Township High School.

Acting teacher Brian Shaw will
be
appearing
in
Chris
Pretorius' adaptation of Frank
Wedekind' s The Lulu sex Tragedy
opening January 14 at The Prop
Theatre.
Faculty member Marie Felter
recently successfully opened
her own performing arts studio
called "Theatre connection" in
Downers Grove where she teaches
acting and voice to all ages.
•

Theater/Music
Department
Chairperson Sheldon Patinkin
directed The Heidi Chronicles
which has moved to The Halsted
'fheater.
He also directed
Economy Of Errors at The Second
City.
He recently received a
special Joseph Jefferson Award
for his work in the Chicago
theater community.

Staff member Jennie Halliday is
directing Jill That I .Am for
PAM, the performing branch of
Call
To Action,
which
is
touring nationally .
Jazz History
Winograd leads
Band called The
Schuba's every

Part time teacher Bette Coulson
will give the Christmas Concert
for the Covenant Village in
Northfield,
IL
along
with
Eveleyn Binz on December 23 at
1:00 p.m.

STJ\FF

Editor:

Erin Philyaw

Contributors:

Antje Gehrken
Norm Holly
Susan Padveen
Sheldon Patinkin
William Russo
Scott Stewart
Wendy Tregay
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teacher Barry
a 16 piece Big
Alternatives at
Monday night.

